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• What course is my child studying?

• How is the course divided in terms of coursework and exam?

• What does the listening exam look like?

• Top tips for answering exam questions.

• What resources are available to support my child?

Learning outcomes



Music GCSE
Coursework (Non-examined Assessment) → 60%

2 compositions

2 performances (1 individual, 1 ensemble)

1-hour Listening Exam → 40%

What course is my child studying?

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/



Music GCSE
Coursework → 60%

• Composition no. 1  ~  brief set by student

• Composition no. 2  ~  brief set by OCR at the beginning 
of September, Year 11

• Performance no. 1  ~  individual performance (ie. solo 
performance; can be accompanied by piano)

• Performance no. 2  ~  ensemble performance (ie. 2 or 
more players or singers but should demonstrate 
appropriate ensemble work)

What course is my child studying?



Music GCSE
Listening Exam → 40%

• Candidates have to answer questions based on extracts of 
music played during the exam.

• The exam will assess their knowledge and understanding of 
5 Areas of Study:

1. My Music (students study their instrument or voice)

2. The Concerto Through Time (from 1650 – 1910)

3. Rhythms of the World (music from India, W. Africa, Eastern 

                                                            Mediterranean, Central and South America)

4. Film Music (& video game soundtracks)

5. Conventions of Pop (1950s to present day)

What course is my child studying?



What does the Listening Exam look like?

• 1. multiple choice & bullet-point answers

• 2. multiple choice & bullet-point answers

• 3. 9-mark essay question 

• 4. short question  -  usually AoS5

• 5. notation question (2 pages)

• 6. comparison question (2 pages)

• 7. score question (2 pages)

• 8. short question



What does the Listening Exam look like?



What does the Listening Exam look like?

• Q3. Using MADTTSHIRT or 
DRTSMITH

Melody / Articulation / Dynamics / 
Tempo / Tonality / Structure / 
Harmony / Instrumentation / 

Rhythm / Technology



Top Tips for answering questions: 
the extended question (Q3)

Q3  -  blank sheet of paper adjacent for making notes.
                       Extract is played 4 times.
During first two playings:

DRTSMITH or MADTTSHIRT
with a chronological timeline approach

Final two playings:
Write up notes using full sentences. Correct spelling and 
grammar needed to gain marks in the 7 – 9 bracket.



Top Tips for answering questions: 
the notation question (Q5)

Listen to it once and try to get the basic shape  -  copy 
out the correct number of notes and start on a note 
close to the last printed note. Look out for scales and 
sequences!



1. Find the command words  -  name, describe, explain  -  and check how many points each 

        question is worth.

2. Drums is never the correct answer  -  type of drum needed (ie. bass drum, djembe, surdo).

3. Keep it simple and don’t be afraid of obvious answers  -  male or female voice, acoustic or 

     electric guitar, slow, low-pitched….

4. Answer every question, no blanks! Including the notation question.

5. Comparison question  -  grid it up and make clear similarity/difference comparisons.

6. Memorise a name for each genre  -  for e.g. John Williams for film, Mozart for Classical.

7. Handwriting must be clear.

Top Tips for answering questions  



• Student notes

• School-produced 
resources

• Online Music Education 
Resources | Musical 
Contexts  -  including 
knowledge organisers

What resources are available to 
support my child?

https://www.musicalcontexts.co.uk/
https://www.musicalcontexts.co.uk/
https://www.musicalcontexts.co.uk/


• Tips for successful revision – 
OCR  -  includes access to past 
papers

• GCSE Music - OCR - BBC Bitesize

• GCSE Music Revision 
(musicgcse.co.uk)  -  with 
accompanying YouTube channel

What resources are available to 
support my child?

https://www.ocr.org.uk/students/exam-support/revision/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zv7gxyc
https://www.ocr.org.uk/students/exam-support/revision/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zv7gxyc
https://www.musicgcse.co.uk/
https://www.musicgcse.co.uk/


For more help and support please contact your child’s music teacher.

What next?
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