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Key questions
• What course is my child studying?

• What are the maths exams like?

• What equipment does my child need to succeed?

• What resources are available to support my child? 



What course is my child studying?
Mathematics GCSE 8300

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathemat
ics/gcse/mathematics-8300/specification-at-
a-glance 
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What course is my child studying?

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/specification-at-a-glance 

AO1: Fluency
Recall facts and definitions

Carry out procedures.

AO2: Reasoning
Draw conclusions

Interpret and communicate 
information

Present arguments
Critically evaluate methods

AO3: Problem Solving
Make connections between different 

areas of mathematics.
Solve problems with multiple areas of 

mathematics.
Solve problems in context.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/specification-at-a-glance


What are the Maths exams like?
• Most of the content covered from year 7 to year 11 will be 

examined.

• Each paper is different. 

• Content can be examined more than once.

• The paper ramps up in difficulty.

• Each paper consists of multiple question types (maximum 
marks per question approximately 5).  

https://www.1stclassmaths.com/topic-frequencies


What are the Maths exams like?
The first few questions are designed to be accessible and generally require ‘recall;’ of knowledge.

P1 F Nov23

P1 F Nov23

P1 H Nov23P1 H Nov23



What are the Maths exams like?
Some questions appear on foundation AND higher tier papers.



What are the Maths exams like?
Some questions require students to show ALL of their working out.

On both 
papers



What are the Maths exams like?
In general, only one mark is given for the correct answer. The rest of the marks are allocated to students’ 

working out. 



What are the Maths exams like?
It is helpful that students recognise the ‘command words’ so that they know what the question is asking. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/teach/command-words 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/teach/command-words


What are the Maths exams like?
Students will have access to a formula sheet – they do not need to remember all formulae. 

Foundation: https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/mathematics/AQA-8300F-FS-INS-2024.PDF 
Higher: https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/mathematics/AQA-8300H-FS-INS-2024.PDF 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/mathematics/AQA-8300F-FS-INS-2024.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/mathematics/AQA-8300H-FS-INS-2024.PDF


What equipment does my child 
need to succeed?
• Clear pencil case (for exam regulations)
• Black Pen
• Pencils, rubber, sharpener
• Ruler, protractor, pair of compasses
• Scientific calculator



What resources are available to 
support my child?
• CGP revision guides- available through school or online
• Online homework platforms e.g. Sparx
• BBC Bitesize 
• Maths Genie
• Third Space Learning
• Maths Made Easy
• Corbett Maths
• onmaths.com

With all of these, make 
sure you search for 
‘AQA’ as the exam 

board

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8sg6fr
https://www.youtube.com/@mathsgenie7808
https://thirdspacelearning.com/secondary-resources/gcse-maths/
https://mmerevise.co.uk/gcse-maths-revision/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.onmaths.com/


What resources are available to 
support my child?
• Once students have a good grasp of concepts, it is vital 

to practise exam-style questions!
AQA Resources

Past Papers
https://www.mathsgen
ie.co.uk/AQApapers.ht

ml 
By topic

https://allaboutmaths.
aqa.org.uk/762 

Other resources
Corbett Maths by topic

Corbett Maths AQA 
resources.

Exam walkthroughs

Mr Tompkins EdTech – 
YouTube 

onmaths.com

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/AQApapers.html
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/AQApapers.html
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/AQApapers.html
https://allaboutmaths.aqa.org.uk/762
https://allaboutmaths.aqa.org.uk/762
https://corbettmaths.com/contents/
https://corbettmaths.com/2023/08/01/gcse-revision/
https://corbettmaths.com/2023/08/01/gcse-revision/
https://www.youtube.com/@MrTompkins/videos
https://www.youtube.com/@MrTompkins/videos
https://www.onmaths.com/


What next?

For more help and support please contact your 
child’s Maths teacher in the first instance. 
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