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Learning outcomes
• What course is my child studying?

• What are the history exams like?

• What resources are available to support my child? 



What course is my child studying?
History GCSE

3 papers
• Paper 1 (Thematic Study + Historic Environment) 
1 hour 15 minutes (30%)

• Paper 2  (Period study and British Depth Study)
1 hour 45 minutes (40%)

• Paper 3 (Modern Depth Study) 
1 hour 20 minutes (30%)

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-
2016.htm

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html


What course is my child studying?
Paper 1 – Thematic Study + Study of 
the Historic Environment

• Medicine in Britain c1250–present 
and The British sector of the 
Western Front, 1914-18: injuries, 
treatment and the trenches



What course is my child studying?

Paper 2 – British Depth Study

Your child will be studying one of 
the following options:

• Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
England, c1060–88

• The reigns of King Richard I 
and King John, 1189–1216

• Henry VIII and his ministers, 
1509–40

• Early Elizabethan England, 
1558–88.

Paper 2 – Period Study

Your child will be studying one of 
the following options:

• The American West, c1835–
c1895

• Superpower relations and the 
Cold War, 1941–91

Your child will be examined on both the British Depth Study and the Period Study 
options in Paper 2 as the paper is divided into 2 sections



What course is my child studying?

Paper 3 – Modern Depth Study

Your child will be studying one 
of the following options:

• Weimar and Nazi Germany, 
1918–39

• The USA, 1954–75: conflict at 
home and abroad



What course is my child studying?

History Paper 2 (booklet P) – Period Study (20%)

• The American West, c1835–c1895 OR
• Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91

History Paper 1 (Section A) – Historic Environment 
(10%)
• The British sector of the Western Front, 1914–18: 

injuries, treatment and the trenches
• Knowledge, selection and use of sources for 

historical enquiries

History Paper 3 – Modern Depth Study (30%)

• Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39 OR
• The USA, 1954–75: conflict at home and abroad

History Paper 2 (booklet B)– British Depth Study (20%)
• Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060–88 OR
• The reigns of King Richard I and King John, 1189–1216 

OR
• Henry VIII and his ministers, 1509–40 OR
• Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88.

History Paper 1  (Section B)– Medicine in Britain (20%)
Causes, prevention, treatment and case studies of:

• c1250–c1500: Medicine in medieval England

• c1500–c1700: The Medical Renaissance in England

• c1700–c1900: Medicine in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Britain
• c1900–present: Medicine in modern Britain

 

Find the complete specification with all the topic 
content here: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2
016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-
specification.pdf

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf


What are the history exams like?



What are the history exams like?



What are the history exams like?
Paper 1 Section A: historic environment (WW1 Trenches)
students answer one question requiring them to describe features 
(AO1) and a two-part question targeting AO3 (analyse, evaluate 
and use sources). Question 2 uses two contemporary sources; one 
of them may be visual, but at least one will be written.
● Question 1: students describe features (AO1 4 marks)
● Question 2 (a): students assess the usefulness of two sources for 
a specified enquiry, making use of their knowledge of the historical 
context (AO3 8 marks)
● Question 2 (b): students suggest a follow-up area of investigation 
for the specified enquiry (AO3 4 marks)



What are the history exams like?
Paper 1 Section B: thematic study (Medicine)
Students answer three questions for the thematic study: Question 3, Question 4 
and either Question 5 or Question 6. These focus on AO1 and AO2
● Question 3: this focuses on similarity or difference over time. Questions will 
cross sections and will normally span at least a century (and may span much 
longer periods). 4 Marks
● Question 4: this focuses on the process of change (e.g. why there was a rapid 
change/slow change/why change continued). Questions will normally span at 
least a century and may span much longer periods. 12 Marks
● Questions 5/6: requires a judgement and may focus any of the following: the 
nature or extent of change (similarity/difference or change/continuity); patterns 
of change (turning points, i.e. significance); the process of change (factors 
bringing it about, i.e. causation); or the impact of change (i.e. consequence). 
Questions will normally span at least two centuries and may span much longer 
periods. 16 Marks + 4 SPAG Marks



What are the history exams like?
Paper 2 Booklet P: Period Study
Students answer 3 questions for the Period Study
● 1: this is compulsory and targets AO2. It focuses on consequences (8 
Marks) 
● 2: this is compulsory and targets AO1/AO2. It focuses on causation. (8 
Marks)
● 3: students must explain two of the three stimulus points. These target 
AO1/AO2. It focuses on significance. (16 Marks)



What are the history exams like?
Paper 2 Booklet B: British Depth Study
Students answer three questions for the British Depth Study. 

● 1(a): this is compulsory and targets AO1. It focuses on describing features 
(4 Marks)
● 1(b): this is compulsory and targets AO1/AO2. It focuses on causation (12 
Marks)
● 1(c): students have a choice of two questions. These target AO1/AO2 and 
require a judgement. They may focus on any of the following: similarity, 
difference, change, continuity, causation or consequence (16 Marks)



What are the history exams like?
Paper 3: Modern Depth Study
In the modern depth study, students will be assessed on all four Assessment Objectives. The 
questions may relate to any content specified in the four Key topic areas. Students answer three 
questions; question 3 is divided into four parts. 
● Question 1: targets AO3 and requires students to make inferences from one source (4 Marks)
● Question 2: targets AO1/AO2 and focuses on explanation of causation (12 Marks)
● Question 3(a): targets AO3 and uses two contemporary sources. One of them may be visual, but 
at least one will be written. Students assess the usefulness of both sources for a specified enquiry, 
making use of their knowledge of the historical context (8 Marks)
● Question 3(b): targets AO4 and uses two written interpretations taken from secondary sources. 
Students explain how the two interpretations differ (4 Marks)
● Question 3(c): targets AO4 and uses the same interpretations as part (b). Students suggest why 
the two interpretations differ. They may use the contemporary sources provided for Question 3(a) 
to help them answer this question (4 Marks)
● Question 3(d): this targets AO4 and re-uses the interpretations. It requires students to evaluate 
one interpretation, making use of the other interpretation and their knowledge of the historical 
context (20 Marks + 4 SPAG Marks)



What resources are available to 
support my child?
• The exam specification 

or syllabus
• Outlines everything that your 

child will have been taught and 
that they need to revise for the 
exam

• Your child will only get exam 
questions on the content 
outlined in the specification

• https://qualifications.pearson.c
om/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Hi
story/2016/specification-and-
sample-assessments/gcse-9-
1-history-specification.pdf

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf


What resources are available to 
support my child?
• Topic booklets
• Available for every unit 

option
• Overview of assessment, 

content, timelines, key words, 
list of resources available for 
students

• https://qualifications.pearso
n.com/en/qualifications/ede
xcel-gcses/history-
2016.coursematerials.html#fil
terQuery=Pearson-
UK:Category%2FTeaching-
and-learning-materials

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html


What resources are available 
to support my child?
• Edexcel produced exam walk 

through videos
• Currently available for Paper 1
• New videos on Paper 2 and 3 will 

be available after the Easter 
break

• You can find links to the 
resources here: 
https://qualifications.pearson.co
m/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/history-
2016.coursematerials.html#%2Ffi
lterQuery=category:Pearson-
UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-
learning-materials

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html


What resources are available 
to support my child?

• Student notes
• School produced 

resources
• Knowledge boosters 

(Edexcel)
• Tassomai
• CGP/Pearson 

Revision books



What resources are available to 
support my child?

• Free online resources:
• Tassomai and Seneca
• BBC Bitesize
• Youtube – particularly exam/ 

walkthrough videos e.g. The 
History Teacher, Mr Evans

• Examinator(currently free for 
Paper 1) 
https://classroom42.com/edexce
l-digital-
resources/?tab=examquestions&
utm_source=sendfox&utm_medi
um=email&utm_campaign=exa
minator-ai-marking

• For all online resources ensure 
your child is looking at Pearson 
Edexcel History 9-1 GCSE 
resources!

https://classroom42.com/edexcel-digital-resources/?tab=examquestions&utm_source=sendfox&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=examinator-ai-marking
https://classroom42.com/edexcel-digital-resources/?tab=examquestions&utm_source=sendfox&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=examinator-ai-marking
https://classroom42.com/edexcel-digital-resources/?tab=examquestions&utm_source=sendfox&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=examinator-ai-marking
https://classroom42.com/edexcel-digital-resources/?tab=examquestions&utm_source=sendfox&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=examinator-ai-marking
https://classroom42.com/edexcel-digital-resources/?tab=examquestions&utm_source=sendfox&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=examinator-ai-marking
https://classroom42.com/edexcel-digital-resources/?tab=examquestions&utm_source=sendfox&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=examinator-ai-marking


What resources are available to 
support my child?
• Past paper questions and mark 

schemes
• Once they are confident with 

the content your child could 
practice exam questions

• Question papers and mark 
schemes from 2018-2022 are 
available

• https://qualifications.pearson.c
om/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/history-
2016.coursematerials.html#filte
rQuery=Pearson-
UK:Category%2FExam-
materials

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html
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What next?

For more help and support please contact your 
child’s History teacher in the first instance. 
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