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Learning Outcomes
• What course is my child studying?

• What are the Geography exams like?

• What equipment does my child need to succeed?

• What resources are available to support my child? 



What course is my child studying?

3 papers, all 1 hour 30 minutes each:

• Paper 1 – Living with the physical environment (35%)

• Paper 2 – Challenges in the human environment  (35%)

• Paper 3 – Geographical applications  (30%)

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035 

AQA Exam Board

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035


Paper 1 – Living with the physical environment
35% of GCSE
88 marks (including 3 for SPaG)

Topics:
Section A: The challenge of natural hazards (33 marks)

Section B: The living world (25 marks)

Section C: Physical landscapes in the UK (30 marks)
 Two from: Coasts, Rivers, Glaciers

What course is my child studying?



Paper 2 – Challenges in the human environment 
35% of GCSE
88 marks (including 3 for SPaG)

Topics:
Section A: Urban issues and challenges (33 marks)

Section B: The changing economic world (30 marks)

Section C: The challenge of resource management (25 marks)
 One from: Food, Water, Energy

What course is my child studying?



Paper 3 – Geographical applications
30% of GCSE
76 marks (including 6 for SPaG)

Topics:
Section A: Issue evaluation (37 marks)
Pre-release resource booklet made available 12 weeks before Paper 3 exam

Section B: Fieldwork (39 marks)

What course is my child studying?



What course is my child studying?

Find the complete specification with all the topic content here:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/specification-at-a-glance 

Each paper is: 1 hour 30 minutes

AQA Geography (8035)

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment (35% of GCSE)
•Section A: The challenge of natural hazards
•Section B: The living world
•Section C: Physical landscapes in the UK

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment (35% of GCSE)
•Section A: Urban issues and challenges
•Section B: The changing economic world
•Section C: The challenge of resource management

Paper 3: Geographical applications (30% of GCSE)
•Section A: Issue evaluation
•Section B: Fieldwork

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/specification-at-a-glance


What are the Geography exams like?
The exams will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives:

AO1
(15%)

Demonstrate knowledge of locations, places, processes, environments and 
different scales.

AO2
(25%)

Demonstrate geographical understanding of: concepts and how they are 
used in relation to places, environments and processes; the interrelationships 
between places, environments and processes.

AO3
(35%)

Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate 
geographical information and issues to make judgements (10% applied to 
fieldwork contexts).

AO4
(25%)

Select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques to investigate 
questions and issues and communicate findings (5% used to respond to 
fieldwork data and contexts).



What are the Geography exams like?

Question types: 
• multiple-choice
• sentence completion
• short answer
• levels of response
• extended prose
• skills (AO4)



What are the Geography exams like?
Question type: multiple-choice



What are the Geography exams like?
Question type: sentence completion



What are the Geography exams like?
Question type: short answer



What are the Geography exams like?
Question type: short answer



What are the Geography exams like?
Question type: Levels of response



What are the Geography exams like?
Question type: Levels of response



What are the Geography exams like?
Question type: Extended prose



What are the Geography exams like?
Question type: Extended prose



What are the Geography exams like?
Question type: Skills
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What are the Geography exams like?
Question type: Skills



What are the Geography exams like?
Paper 3

Section A: Issue Evaluation
Students will be given a pre-release booklet twelve weeks before this exam (usually just 
before we break up for the Easter Holidays). This means they have lots of time to work 
through the resources with their Geography teacher, enabling them to become familiar with 
the material.  Students will not be allowed to take the original resource booklet into the 
examination room but will be issued with a clean copy in the exam. Sources could include 
maps at different scales, diagrams, graphs, statistics, photographs, satellite images, 
sketches, extracts from published materials, and quotes from different interest groups.

The booklet outlines a contemporary geographical ‘issue’ that links to any aspect of the 
compulsory sections of the subject content.  The assessment will consist of a series of 
questions related to the booklet materials, all leading to a more extended piece of writing 
which asks students to make a decision using evaluative judgement.



What are the Geography exams like?
Paper 3

Section A: Issue Evaluation
Previous examples include:

2019
Road development in 
the Peruvian Amazon

2022
A waste incinerator for 

Cambridge 2023
Proposed port facility in 

Grand Cayman



What are the Geography exams like?
Paper 3

Section B: Fieldwork

The second section of Paper 3 asks students all about geography fieldwork.  Fieldwork is an essential 
aspect of Geography.  It ensures that students are given the opportunity to consolidate and extend 
their geographical understanding by relating learning to real experiences of the world.

The first set of questions in this section ask students about the use of fieldwork materials from an 
unfamiliar context.  The second set of questions ask them about fieldwork they have personally 
undertaken.

Throughout their GCSE course, students will be given the opportunity to conduct two geographical 
enquiries.  One will study the physical world, the other will investigate a human geography aspect.  
The Geography staff in your child’s school are incredibly grateful for your support in helping your 
child to attend and engage with their compulsory field trips.



What are the Geography exams like?
Paper 3 Section B: Fieldwork Unfamiliar

Examples



What are the Geography exams like?
Paper 3 Familiar

Six Geographical Enquiry Strands…

1. Suitable question for geographical enquiry
2. Selecting, measuring and recording appropriate data
3. Selecting appropriate ways of processing and presenting fieldwork data
4. Describing, analysing and explaining fieldwork data
5. Reaching conclusions
6. Evaluation of geographical enquiry

Section B: Fieldwork



What are the Geography exams like?
Paper 3 Section B: Fieldwork Familiar

Examples



What equipment does my child 
need to succeed?

• Clear pencil case (for exam regulations)
• Black Pen + spares
• Pencils, rubber, sharpener
• Ruler, protractor
• Scientific calculator



What resources are available to 
support my child?
• The exam specification 

or syllabus
• Outlines everything that your child 

will have been taught and that 
they need to revise for the exam

• Your child will only get exam 
questions on the content outlined 
in the specification

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/g
eography/gcse/geography-
8035/specification-at-a-glance 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/specification-at-a-glance


What resources are available to 
support my child?
• AQA Teaching Resources
• Overview of assessment, 

content, command words, 
subject specific 
vocabulary etc.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subj
ects/geography/gcse/geog
raphy-8035/teaching-
resources 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/teaching-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/teaching-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/teaching-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/teaching-resources


What resources are available to 
support my child?
• Past paper questions and mark 

schemes
• Once they are confident with 

the content, your child could 
practice exam questions

• Question papers and mark 
schemes are available on the 
AQA website

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects
/geography/gcse/geography-
8035/assessment-resources 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/assessment-resources


What resources are available to 
support my child?
From school:
• Student notes
• School produced resources
• Tassomai
• CGP Revision books/ 

Textbooks



What resources are available to 
support my child?
Good online resources:
• Seneca – https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/seneca-certified-

resources/geography-gcse-aqa/ 

• BBC Bitesize - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc 

• Youtube e.g. @MrBowater, @NoWaffleGCSE, 
@GeographyCaseStudies

• Internet Geography –
https://www.internetgeography.net/gcse-geography-revision/ 

• Tutor2u – https://www.tutor2u.net/geography/collections/quick-
revise-aqa-gcse-geography-revision-blast-videos 

For all online resources ensure your child is 
looking at AQA Geography 9-1 GCSE resources!

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/seneca-certified-resources/geography-gcse-aqa/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/seneca-certified-resources/geography-gcse-aqa/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc
https://www.internetgeography.net/gcse-geography-revision/
https://www.tutor2u.net/geography/collections/quick-revise-aqa-gcse-geography-revision-blast-videos
https://www.tutor2u.net/geography/collections/quick-revise-aqa-gcse-geography-revision-blast-videos


What next?

For more help and support please contact your 
child’s Geography teacher in the first instance. 
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