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Focus questions

• What course is my child studying?

• What are the English Literature examinations like?

• What resources are available to support my child? 



What course is my child 
studying?

GCSE English Literature 8702

• Paper 1 – Shakespeare and the 19th century novel

• Paper 2 – Modern texts and poetry





Paper 1 – Shakespeare

•Your child will have studied one of 
the following plays 

• Macbeth
• Romeo and Juliet
• The Merchant of Venice



Paper 1 – Shakespeare

Your child is expected to 
• know the whole play
•have learned key quotations
•have studied 

• Character
• Theme
• Plot
• Shakespeare’s language and stagecraft
• the context of the play
• Shakespeare intention.



Paper 1 – 
Shakespeare

• In the examination they 
are expected to write an 
essay response to the 
question given.

• They should spend 50 
minutes writing their 
response.



Paper 1 – 19th century novel

•Your child will have studied 
one of the following novels

•The Strange Case of Dr 
Jekyll and Mr Hyde
•A Christmas Carol



Paper 1 – 19th century novel

Your child is expected to 
• know the whole novel
•have learned key quotations
•have studied 

• Character
• Theme
• Plot
• Language
• the context of the novel
• Writer’s intention.



Paper 1 – 19th 
century novel

• In the examination they 
are expected to write an 
essay response to the 
question given.

• They should spend 50 
minutes writing their 
response.



Paper 2 – Modern text

•Your child will have 
studied one of the 
following texts

•An Inspector Calls
•Blood Brothers
• Lord of The Flies
•My Name is Leon



Paper 2 – Modern text

Your child is expected to 
• know the whole text
•have learned key quotations
•have studied 

• Character
• Theme
• Plot
• Language
• the context of the text
• Writer’s intention.



Paper 2 – 
Modern text

• In the examination your 
child will be given a choice 
of two questions – they 
must only choose one to 
respond to.

• They are expected to write 
an essay response to the 
question.

• They should spend 50 
minutes writing their 
response.



Paper 2  - Poetry Section B
•Your child will have studied 
one of the following Sections 
from the AQA Poetry 
Anthology

• Love and Relationships
• Power and Conflict
• Worlds and Lives



Paper 2 – Section B Poetry

Your child is expected to 
•know all 15 poems from the cluster studied
•have learned key quotations for each 
poem
•have studied 

• language, form and structure
• the context of the poems
• poet’s intention.



Paper 2 – 
Section B Poetry

• In the examination you child 
will answer one comparative 
question on one named 
poem printed on the paper 
and one other poem from 
their chosen anthology 
cluster

• They should spend 45 
minutes writing their 
response.



Paper 2 – Section C Unseen 
Poetry
•Over the course your child will have 
explored a variety of poems and will have 
developed the skills to read, analyse, 
compare and write about poetry they have 
not studied.
•Your child will have been taught to analyse 
the language, form and structure used by 
the poets to create meanings and effects.



Paper 2 – Section C Unseen Poetry

• In the examination you 
child will answer one 
question on one unseen 
poem and one question 
comparing this poem with 
a second unseen poem.

• They should spend 35 
minutes on part 1 and 15 
minutes on part 2.



How to help your child revise

•Quotations
•Ask them questions about plot, 
characters, themes and ideas and 
context.



Learning Quotations

•Create flashcards with you child and test 
them regularly.
•Write the quotations on a post-it and stick 
them to the fridge or snack cupboard or 
anywhere where your child is likely to visit 
frequently.
• Record quotations and play them back 
explaining their significance.
• Rewards for x number of quotations learned.



Context

•Ask your child to tell what they have 
learned about the time the text was set 
in and written in. 
•Ask them what they have learned about 
the society and world of the text.
•Ask them how it is different to the 
present and why.



Revision Guides and websites

•CGP
•Collins
•Youtube
•Search Engine
•Seneca
•AQA – Past papers

•Audiobooks
•Film Versions
•Tassomai
•BBC Bitesize



Why do Literature?

The better the grade in literature the 
better they can demonstrate to 
employers they are:
• Critical
• Analytical 
• Empathetic

Literature is a thinking subject- students 
need to have confidence in exploring 
their ideas. 



Thank you!
Finally, thank you for your 
support with your child’s 
English education! 
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